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REPORT

8th Joint European Networking Conference*
Edinburgh, Scotland
May 12-15, 1997

Ebrahim N. Mashayekh
mashayekh®@neda.net

JENCS8 was held in Edinburg International Confer-
ence Centre on 12-15 May. The conference was
organized by TERENA and hosted by UKERNA,
the United Kingdom Education and Research Net-
working Association. the main theme of this 8th
JENC was “Diversity and Integration: The New
European Networking Landscape”.

348 persons from more than 30 couutries had par-
ticipated in JENCS. 48 full papers presented in
three parallel sessions and 14 demonstrations were
also presented as well. In addition to the couference
sessions, three tutorials had also been planned for
16th of May. One on Internet security threats and
technologies, the cther one on ATM and IP: theory
and practice. and the third one on the Dynamic
Web.

Considering the papers presented in JENCS, one
could categorize them mostly in three main topics:
Quality, Security, and Applications.

There were 12 papers directly related to “quality”
aspects of network services. The most notable topic
among them was providing multimedia communi-
cation via electronic mail or World Wide Web with
real-time collaborative tools which facilitate inter-
action and the sharing of concepts, resources, and
information objects. This would be specially an
urgent need since organizations and companies go
international and decentralize.

On the other hand, a great many of the quality of
service problems have become unmanageable be-
cause of the explosive growth of the commercial
marketplace, as well as changing technologies and
rapidly advancing applications. Therefore, there
were also several papers in the conference dealing
with providing an advanced high speed networking
backbone and improving the current link structure

*This report has been published in SCIMITAR, July 1997,

in the World Wide Web in order to have a more
effective navigation mechanism.

Security was one of the key topics in JENC8. There
were 11 papers dealing directly with different as-
pects of this critical subject. Regarding the ex-
ponential growth of the Internet over the last few
vears, the need for systems used for protecting in-
formation against unauthorized access has become
increasingly important in the information society.
This is specially vital for electronic commerce which
is expanding rapidly through the Internet. Cur-
rent state of affairs in cryptography regulation in
Europe as well as Japan and the United States,
different policies, protocols and standards, alterna-
tive solutions and key trends, and criteria for eval-
uating the alternatives were among those subjects
overviewed by different speakers.

It is worth mentioning that the keynote speaker
of the opening plenary was Philip Zimmermann,
founder and chairman of PGP Inc., who is best
known in the field of network security.

More than 20 papers in the conference were dedi-
cated to advanced network applications, and specif-
ically distance learning and education.

Different technical aspects and new trends such as:
inadequacy of current protocols for on-line training,
design issues of a flexible and scalable teleteaching
environment, distance education based on video-
phone service, cooperative and contributive learn-
ing, and multimedia tele-teaching overviewed by
different speakers.

A separate session was also dedicated to network
developments in the former Soviet Union and east-
ern europe countries which had mostly covered the
experiences and new achievements in the area of
academic and research networking.
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